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1. Belgian context & preparedness
Competences in Belgium

Federal level : Domestic animal health

Food chain safety

Exports (sanitary aspects - SPS) 

EU and third country relations 

CVO & OIE delegate

Regional level : Wild animal health

Hunting, Nature and Forests, Tourism 

Agriculture & other than sanitary (Economy etc.) 

Animal welfare

Before the outbreak : strong network between ASF (potential) partners -> 
taskforce ASF, working group Wildlife etc. =>  RAPID DETECTION = RAPID 
RESPONSE
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1. Belgian context & preparedness

Characteristics of the pig farming sector Distribution of the wild boar population

For the Walloon Region (data from 2017) 

For the Flemish region (data from 2019) 
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2. Outbreak ASF in wild boar
& European regionalisation

First outbreak

Confirmation ASF in wild boar in Belgium on 13 September 2018 

Belgium

France
GD Lux

“provisional infected” zone 
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2. Outbreak ASF in wild boar
& European regionalisation Changes in zoning - EU

14/09/2018 27/11/2018

22/01/2019 21/02/2019

25/03/2019 16/01/2020

23-11-2020

EU zoning lifted
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3. Measures ASF in wild boar 

1) A standstill of activities in the infected forest (hunting, forestry work 
and tourism)

2) An intensive search for dead wild boar – the removal of the 
carcasses found out of the forest – sampling – analysis by the 
national reference lab
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3. Measures ASF in wild boar 

3) Quick and drastic depopulation in the area surrounding the infected zone & 
later in the infected zone

4) Containment of the Wild boars (virus) by a network of wild boar-proof 
fences (300 km)
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4. Measures ASF in domestic pigs 

1) Preventive measures already in place before the crisis

For the whole of Belgium :

• infrastructure requirements such as hygiene barrier 

• operational requirements such as keeping a register for visitors

• To prevent contact between domestic pigs and wild boar such as for 
outdoor farms installing double fences or a partition made of hard material

No cases in domestic pigs
April 2019 : renewal of the 2007 declaration to WOAH/OIE for ASF-free status for domestic pigs/swine
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2) Preventive culling of all the domestic pigs within the provisional Infected 
Zone

27/09 – 03/10/2018  

• Eliminate the risk of introducing ASF to pig farms: 
Preventive culling of all domestic pigs 
in the infected zone + ban repopulation

• Ban on repopulation  

• Compensation  
1. Federal: Sanitary fund (animals + feed)
2. Walloon region: Immediate economic losses and compensation for loss 

of activity  

4. Measures ASF in domestic pigs 
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3) New structural measures taken in 2018 among which enhanced passive 
surveillance on pig farms in the whole of Belgium

• Assembly of pigs prohibited (except for slaughter)

• Only 1-1 transports of pigs (except to the slaughterhouse and cat. 2
assembly center)

• No visitors allowed to pig farms if not needed

• Enhanced passive surveillance: in case of sickness of pigs, 3 pigs have to
be sampled for ASF tests before a treatment is installed regardless the
clinical symptoms

4. Measures ASF in domestic pigs 
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4) BIOSECURITY enforcement

Reinforced controls at the onset of the disease

Since 1ste of June 2021 new legislation with additional biosecurity
measures + New App : mandatory yearly evaluation of the biosecurity
measures applied on the pigs farms -> tool Farfit/biocheck, check list on an
app used by the farm veterinarian -> results auto. transmitted to the
authorithy -> Monitoring, targeted controls

Goals :

➢ Evaluation of the level of biosecurity of all pig farms

➢ Enhance the level of the biosecurity of the pig farms

➢ If level is too low/ major non-conformity/specific epidemio. risk ->
FASFC takes action !

4. Measures ASF in domestic pigs 
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5. Last ASF cases in wild boar

Stabilization of the situation !

Since beginning of August 2019 
(last fresh carcass positive) only 
6 other positive cases
-> last case (bones) dates back 
from a dead wild boar 6 months 
ago
-> since end of September 2019 
no virus circulation anymore in 
wild boar population in Belgium 
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6. Eradication of ASF in Belgium : free status EU + OIE 
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7. Post-crisis measures in wild boar and domestic pigs
In wild boar measures – exit strategy : 
➢ fence network maintained & sustain 5 years from 2022 except where there is a problem 

(decision changed 180° compared to initial decision given the increase in general risk)
➢ reduction of wild boar population 
➢ (enhanced) passive + active surveillance 
➢ awareness campaigns for hunters, forestry workers etc. 

In domestic pigs : 
➢ repopulation of pig farms is possible again since Ministerial decree

of 25th of January 2021 -> only under strict application of  
biosecurity measures!

➢ assembly of pigs still forbidden but restrictions on movements are lifted
➢ enhanced passive surveillance in pig farms is maintained !
➢ in addition : active surveillance in “farms which could be at risk”
➢ awareness campaigns for pig farmers, veterinarians etc. 
➢ enforced biosecurity measures in place since the 1st of June 2021 (mandatory yearly 

evaluation by use of a too/app)
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8. Awareness raising

Awareness raising of all actors is required
-> veterinarians, pig famers, hunters
but also truck drivers, the general public 
and the travellers

Also waste management for rest areas
(along traffic axes)  
is necessary. 

Awareness raising through :
- Meetings (such as the taskforce ASF) 
- Newsletters destined to veterinarians and

pig farmers
- Brochures destined to all actors and in 

different languages ! 
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Information – Links to websites
• AFSCA/FASFC FR – ENG   

http://www.afsca.be/ppa/

http://www.afsca.be/businesssectors/animalproduction/animalhealth/africanswinefever/

• Walloon Region   

http://www.wallonie.be/fr/actualites/mesures-de-lutte-contre-la-peste-porcine-africaine

• EU Commission & OIE   

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/control-measures/asf_en

http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/animal-diseases/african-swine-fever/

• EU Commission educational film

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyQ4t1wHl2M&feature=youtu.be

• Scientific Committee's opinions  

http://www.favv-afsca.fgov.be/ppa/publications/avis/
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Thank you for your attention !


